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Reverend Morrison felt compelled to con-

tinue his education and enrolled in Somerset 
Christian College pursuing a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree. Upon completing his degree at Som-
erset Christian College, Reverend Morrison 
will enhance his ministerial capabilities as a 
biblical interpreter at The New York Theo-
logical Seminary in the Master of Divinity Pro-
gram. 

Reverend Morrison has been engaged in 
many civic associations: he is a former mem-
ber of Community Board 4; sat on the Public 
Safety and Human Services Committee; was a 
chaplain for the New Jersey Eastern Star 
Home; and serviced the veterans at St. Albans 
Community Living Center—Unit A5. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mr. 
Reverend Major Morrison for his excellence in 
working with Veterans and his service within 
the church. 
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NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-CARRY 
RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT HURT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 822) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to provide a na-
tional standard in accordance with which 
nonresidents of a State may carry concealed 
firearms in the State. 

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 822, the National Right-to-Carry 
Reciprocity Act offered by my colleagues, 
Representatives STEARNS and SHULER. I want 
to thank them for their leadership on this legis-
lation, which protects the basic second 
amendment freedoms that are so important to 
central and southside Virginians. 

This bipartisan bill would allow valid state- 
issued concealed firearm carry permits to be 
honored by any state or U.S. territory that al-
lows concealed carry, requiring that each state 
recognize another’s carry permits, just as they 
recognize each other’s drivers’ licenses. 

Currently, 49 of 50 states, including the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, have laws permit-
ting concealed carry in some fashion. Addi-
tionally, over half of those states—25 of those 
49—already honor the Virginia concealed 
carry permit. 

This legislation, which has overwhelming 
support in the House—from representatives 
from 48 states and both sides of the aisle— 
would allow central and southside Virginians 
to utilize their carry permits in all of the 49 
states that allow concealed carry. 

The constitutional right to keep and bear 
arms and the ability to defend one’s self are 
fundamental liberties which were protected by 
our founding fathers. H.R. 822 recognizes that 
these basic liberties should not be constrained 
by borders or boundaries, and does so without 
hindering states’ authority to set criteria for 
their own residents, and without affecting state 
laws that regulate how concealed firearms are 
carried. 

I am proud to cosponsor this legislation as 
I continue to work to protect our second 
amendment freedoms for those in Virginia’s 
5th District and across the country, and I urge 

my colleagues to join with me in supporting 
passage of this bill. 
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RECOGNIZING FORMER PRISONERS 
OF WAR FROM THE COMMUNITY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize eight true American heroes from 
my community: From Bucks County, William 
Bond, William Clarke, Russell Hoff, John 
Masko and James Reily; from Montgomery 
County, Donald Lewis and Edgar Waite, Jr.; 
and from Burlington County, New Jersey, Al 
Romanowski. I am honored to address you 
and I want to take this opportunity now to per-
sonally thank each one of them for extra- 
ordinary service to our Nation. 

It is because of men like these that America 
has the strongest, most professional military in 
history and the freedoms that we enjoy today. 
Some may say our military strength is due to 
our technological and weapon superiority, but, 
as General George S. Patton said, ‘‘Wars may 
be fought with weapons, but they are won by 
men. It is the spirit of men who follow and of 
the man who leads that gains the victory.’’ 

The men and women who make up our Na-
tion’s armed forces are the most dedicated, 
most patriotic, and most courageous soldiers. 
They are unwilling to accept anything less 
than mission success. 

During the Second World War, our country-
men joined the fight to eradicate the insidious 
spread of Nazism and Fascism across Europe 
and Asia. Over 16 million Americans served 
during World War II. 416,837 made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their nation during this war. 
Your service helped shape the world we see 
today, a world with America’s beacon of free-
dom still shining proudly. 

Tens of thousands of others were captured 
and subjected to harsh conditions and rough 
treatment as prisoners of war. Since World 
War I, over 142,000 Americans have been 
captured and interned as prisoners of war. 
There are nearly 30,000 former POWs that 
are still living—with almost 90 percent of those 
having been captured during World War II. 
The brave service members I honor today 
make up just eight names of those 30,000— 
but they have had a significant impact within 
our local communities. William Clarke and 
James Reily had been crew members on B– 
17 bombers that were shot down over enemy 
territory. The others were with infantry units 
that were captured by enemy forces. 

Our Nation is thankful for their service and 
I remain committed to providing those who 
have sacrificed so much with the highest qual-
ity care and all the benefits that they deserve. 
George Washington said, ‘‘The willingness 
with which our young people are likely to 
serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall 
be directly proportional to how they perceive 
the Veterans of earlier wars were treated and 
appreciated by their nation.’’ Today, a new 
generation of brave men and women, inspired 
by their legacy of service and sacrifice, has 
answered the call to defend America from the 
new global threat of terrorism. 

I thank Catherine ‘‘Cay’’ Burns for her dedi-
cation and leadership as Commander, for 

more than 32 years, of the American Ex-Pris-
oners of War Liberty Bell Chapter. Cay’s late 
husband, Leroy Burns, was a former American 
prisoner of war who joined the Army shortly 
after World War II began. He conducted his 
basic training at what is now Fort Dix. He 
served in the North Africa campaign and was 
captured in 1944 when his unit was overrun 
by German forces in Italy. Cay’s tireless work 
has been instrumental in the creation of this 
memorial grove honoring the former prisoners 
of war from our community. 

Furthermore, I thank the students of Bucks 
County Technical High School and their teach-
er Steve Whitmore. These students played a 
fundamental role in providing the stone 
plaques that now honor the service and sac-
rifice of the eight remaining former prisoners 
of war from our community. There was a 
shortage of funding available, but these stu-
dents volunteered their time to turn the memo-
rial grove into a reality. 

Again, one final thanks to William Bond, Wil-
liam Clarke, Russell Hoff, John Masko and 
James Reily, Donald Lewis, Edgar Waite, Jr., 
and Al Romanowski for their service and sac-
rifice as former American prisoners of war. 
They are true protectors of liberty in this world 
and their dedication to a grateful Nation will 
never be forgotten. 
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145TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE ASPCA 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 145th anniversary of the founding 
of the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), which has been 
headquartered for the last 60 years on the 
East Side of Manhattan in my congressional 
district. Founded by Henry Bergh in 1866, the 
ASPCA provides effective means for the pre-
vention of cruelty to animals in New York City 
and throughout the United States. 

The ASPCA was the first humane society in 
North America. Throughout its 145-year his-
tory, the ASPCA has operated under the belief 
that animals are entitled to be treated kindly 
and respectfully by humans and to be pro-
tected by the law. Last year, thousands of 
pets were adopted from its Onyx and Breezy 
Shefts Adoption Center and over 37,000 free 
or low-cost spay and neuter surgeries were 
provided to needy pet parents across the five 
boroughs. The ASPCA’s Bergh Memorial Ani-
mal Hospital has been providing affordable, 
quality veterinary care in the New York metro-
politan area since 1912. 

Although the ASPCA was founded to help 
protect working horses and other animals in 
New York City, its services and outreach now 
stretch to animals and communities throughout 
the United States. From shelter and rescue 
grants, to veterinarian care and training, to 
cruelty response and humane law enforce-
ment, the ASPCA is a national leader in ani-
mal cruelty prevention. In 2010, its Animal Poi-
son Control Center handled over 167,000 
cases. The ASPCA’s disaster response team 
has cared for animals during emergencies na-
tionwide, including after animal fighting raids, 
and recently in Joplin, Missouri, and in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Irene. 
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